
Lesson 7 – W-8IMY Walkthrough Part 3

This next Line 6 is for the permanent residence address of the intermediary or flow-through 

entity.  Remember, this is the entity identified on line one of this form.  The permanent 

residence address of that entity is the address in the country where it claims to be resident for 

purposes of income tax in that country.

Now, the same rules apply here as they did on the other withholding certificates.  Let’s run 

those again very quickly.  First, this line includes the street, apartment, suite, or rural route, city 

or town, state or province, postal code, and country.

You will also notice the same notations that are on other withholding certificates.  First, in bold 

text there is a statement, do not use a P.O. box or in-care-of address.  Remember, P.O. Boxes, 

generally are boxes in a post office and not necessarily an actual residence where a 

intermediary resides.  There are certain countries, such as Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, where a P.O. 

box is actually a residence address; however, for most of the rest of the world it is a box in a 

post office, which is not an acceptable permanent residence address.  The same goes for

in-care-of addresses or other addresses used solely for mailing purposes.

If the entity is not listed as a resident, then it would be using the address as an in-care-of 

address.  This is where another person or entity would accept mail on behalf of another person 

and is an indicator that the individual likely does not reside there – so – not treated as a 

permanent residence address.  There is an exception here where the entity has a registered 

address.  In that case, the entity may use the address of its registered address on this line, but 

that may require additional documentation to substantiate that the registered address is the 

correct address.

For intermediaries that do not have a tax residence in any country, the permanent residence 

address is where it maintains its principal office.



Line 7 is something we have seen before as well on the Forms W-8BEN and BEN-E, the mailing

address.  Here the entity will enter its mailing address if it is different that its permanent

address.

Next, is another familiar line, the U.S. taxpayer identification number.  Here we see a few

additional boxes than we have in prior forms.  If required, the intermediary or flow-through

entity will provide a U.S. TIN on this line and it will indicate the type of TIN.  The last box is the

most familiar.  It is the Employer Identification Number and one of the more common entity

U.S. TIN types.  The first three types are related to QIs, WPs, and WTs, or, in other words, the

entities that have a compliance agreement with the IRS.  When these entities enter into an

agreement with the IRS they also receive a TIN related to their status when they are acting in

the capacity they agreed to under their agreement.  So, QIs will receive a QI-EIN, WPs will

receive a WP-EIN, and WTs will receive a WT-EIN.

So, if the intermediary is acting as a QI, including a QDD, then it will provide its QI-EIN and check

that box.  If the entity is acting as a WP or WT, then it would check the appropriate WP-EIN or

WT-EIN.  Entities not acting in this capacity would use their own U.S. TIN instead and check the

EIN box and provide the EIN.

Generally, NQIs and nonwithholding trusts and partnerships are not required to provide a U.S.

TIN.  A QSL must provide an EIN if it is providing a Form W-8IMY with respect to a U.S. source

substitute dividend.  If the QSL is a QI then it would provide its QI-EIN.



 

Next, we have Line 9, which is for a Global Intermediary Identification Number, or GIIN.  As you

likely recall, this is a chapter 4 status requirement for foreign or non-U.S. financial institutions -

FFIs.  If the entity completing Form W-8IMY registered with the IRS as a participating FFI,

reporting Model 2 FFI, registered deemed-compliant FFI, Model 1 FFI, or direct reporting

Nonfinancial Foreign Entity, then it will enter its GIIN on Line 9.  Now, Model 1 FFIs may not

have had a GIIN prior to 2015, so for payments made before January 1, 2015, then these

entities did not have to provide a GIIN.  The same is true for sponsored direct reporting

Nonfinancial Foreign Entities that received a payment prior to January 1, 2016.  They were not

required to enter a GIIN for their sponsoring entity.  Here, QIs that are acting as a QDD must

provide their GIIN if they have one.

You may remember that the GIIN process is not immediate.  There is a lag period between when

an entity requests a GIIN and when it receives one from the IRS to when it is published on the

IRS list of GIINs.  As such, there may be a time where an entity requested a GIIN, but did not yet

receive one.  In this case, any of the FFIs we mentioned just now would complete this line by

writing “applied for.” If this happens, then the FFI must provide its GIIN to the person requesting

Form W-8BEN-E within 90 days, or else the form may be treated as unreliable or incorrect.

From a practical standpoint, your organization should have detailed policies and procedures

around managing this 90 day window for any forms you receive with “applied for” noted

instead of the actual GIIN.

Line 10 is also something we have seen before, but more so in the context of disregarded

entity.  Either the intermediary or flow-through entity or the payor or withholding agent may

use this line to include any referencing information that is useful in carrying out reporting and



withholding obligations.  As an example, this line may be used to associate the Forms W-8 and

W-9 of underlying partners or owners with this Form W-8IMY.  Some use this Line 10 for a

referencing number or code that will make the association clear.


