
Lesson 4: IGA Walkthrough Part 4

Let’s take a look at the second Complex Type called the DocSpec_Type.  It includes four data

elements in this grouping.  They are the DocTypeIndic, DocRefId, CorrMessageRefId, and

CorrDocRefId.  Let’s begin with the DocTypeIndic data element which specifies the type of data

being submitted.  This can be new data or test data.  As a best practice, filers should include a

message that contains only one DocTypeIndic in a single transmission.  They should not

combine new, corrected, void, and amended records or any combination within the same

message.   Filers should send a separate XML file for each type of data.  The types of Doc Type

Indicators that we could see are:

- FATCA1, which indicates new data or new records sent to the IRS that have not been

previously processed or voided.

- FATCA2, which indicates corrected data or corrected records transmitted again after the

sender received a record level notification from IDES that required a resubmission.

- FATCA3, which indicates void data, or that previously filed records must be voided.

- FATCA4, which indicates amended data, or that previously piled records contained errors

that must be replaced with the amended file.

There are also testing codes that a filer may use to test their systems on IDES, but we will not

discuss those as part of our lesson.  Let’s keep moving!

Second, is the DocRefId.  Filers must be careful to keep the DocRefId format aligned with the

rules.  This identifier is for a specific record and must be unique across all reporting systems and

reporting periods.  A unique DocRefId must be generated for each nil report, account report, or

pool report, and for each reporting FI, sponsor, and intermediary.  This number cannot be

reused within the scope of FATCA reporting.



The required format is very specific and must contain a minimum of 21 characters that include:

- Reporting FI GIIN

- Period character – which is a period or a decimal point

- Unique value or the value for the referenced record that is unique within the reporting

FI for all time.

- Recommended GUID.

An example might look like this:

- S519K4.99999.SL.392.12291cc2-37cb-42a9-ad74-06bb5746b60b

You can see the GIIN is S519K4.99999.SL.392.  The Unique Value and the GUID follow the GIIN.

It is a long unique ID, but it helps when there are millions of reports flowing through the system

each year including corrections, amendments, and voided reports.

Third in the DocSpecType grouping is the data element for CorrMessageRefId, which identifies a

message that contained a record to be voided, amended, or corrected.  Remember, we talked

about this data element a bit ago and how it connects records that the filer submits, so that it

knows where to connect the amended, corrected, or voided file with the original file.

Fourth, in this grouping is CorrDocRefID, which is the data element that identifies a records to

be voided, amended, or corrected.  It references the DocRefId from a previously filed report and

connects the new updated records.

Let’s move on to the Address_Type, or the third type of data element in this group of FATCA

Report Complex Types.  The Address_Type allows free text input of the address for any

individual or organization included in the report.  This could be the address of the reporting FI,

the account holder, or the substantial owner.  The address type has two options.  It can be a free

text field or it must be parsed, which we call AddressFix.  IDES requires AddressFix for all



reporting, but the filer may choose AddressFree to enter data in a less structured format.  What

do we mean by this?

AddressFree will allow the filer to enter an address in an open text box with no restrictions.

AddressFix will require the information to be parsed by field into street, building identifier, suite

identifier, floor identifier, district name, postal code, city, and country.  This means the

AddressFree might include:

1234 Pine Drive

Suite 3D

Nowhere, Massachusetts 02025

United States of America

AddressFix would have to parse each data element, so we would see:

- 1234 as the building identifier

- Pine Drive as the street

- Suite 3D as the Suite Identifier

- 02025 as the Postal Code

- Nowhere as the City

- USA as the Country



The fourth data element in this group of FATCA Reporting Complex Types is the

PersonParty_Type.  This is a correctable party type that identifies the account holder or

substantial owner that is an individual, human, or natural person.  The Name and Address data

elements would be mandatory.  Here in this PersonParty_Type grouping, we have five data

elements.

The first element is the RescCountryCode, or the data element that describes the tax residence

country code for the reported individual account holder or substantial owner.  This is starting to

look like the part of the Form 8966 that reports the account holder right?  This code is a 2

character alphabetic ISO code that we have been discussing from ISO 3166-1.

Next, we have the taxpayer identification number or TIN.  This data element is for the U.S. TIN

for the individual or human account holder or the substantial owner.

After the TIN, we have the Name.  This contains the components to identify the individual or

human by name.  There is a data field for the First Name and Last Name.  Both are mandatory

when reporting an individual or human and cannot be omitted.  When filers do not have

complete information, they are instructed to enter initials or “NFN” meaning No First Name.

Also related to the account holder information, we have Birth info, which includes Birth Date

and several other elements related to location of birth.  We will focus on the Birth Date.  This

data element identifies the date of birth of the individual or human account holder or

substantial owner.  The Birth Date data element is used only when the message sender is

another tax administration that is permitted to provide a date of birth in lieu of a TIN for certain

types of accounts and as allowed under an applicable IGA.  The format is familiar and is year

year year year dash month month dash date date.  So, a Birth Date of January 14, 2001 is

presented as 2001-01-14.


