
Lesson 3 - 8233 Walkthrough Part 3

On the next few lines, we have some new required information.  First, Line 6 asks for a U.S. visa

type.  Each visa type is issued for a specific purpose.  As we have been learning individuals

performing certain services in the United States may be eligible for treaty benefits.  The visa

type will indicate the type of service or reason that the person is in the United States for an

extended period of time.  This visa is evidence to support the treaty claim and status of the

individual.  Interesting to note, a Form 8233 can be rejected by the IRS if the visa type and the

work being performed do not agree.

So, here, the individual will enter his or her visa type.  Non-U.S. students generally receive an

“F-1” visa.  Non-U.S. professors, teachers, or researchers generally receive a “J-1” visa.  Business

or vocational trainees generally receive an “M-1” visa; however, some may receive a “J-1” visa

instead.  These are considered business and vocational trainees, such as an individual admitted

to complete a postgraduate residency in medicine.

Individuals that do not have a visa would enter the word “none” on Line 6.   One quick note

here is for spouse and dependents admitted on secondary visas.  These are “F-2,” “J-2,” “H-4,”

and “O-3” visas.  Generally, these visas are not eligible to claim the same treaty benefits as the

primary visa holder.

If you do not have, or do not need, a visa, write "None."

Lines 7a and 7b are fairly straightforward.  They are asking for the passport information of the

individual.  Presumably, anyone completing Form 8233 is a resident of a country and has

traveled to the United States for a purpose of performing services of some sort.  This situation

generally requires a passport, so one would assume that all persons completing a Form 8233



have a passport.  Here on Line 7a they would enter the country that issued their passport and

on Line 7b they would enter their passport number.

Now, above these Lines you may have seen a note regarding citizens of Canada or Mexico.

These are the bordering countries of the United States.  Residents in any of these three

countries that live close to the border have been known to travel across the border for work and

other reasons.  As such, there are agreements between the United States and Canada and

separately in its treaty with Mexico, there are provisions related to this cross border

arrangement.  This is why these folks see a note here that they do not have to complete lines 7a

and 7b.  Generally, they will be visiting the United States by crossing the border on land.

Next, on Line 8, we see date of entry into the United States.  Here, and in most cases, the

individual will enter the date of entry to the United States that relates to his or her current

nonimmigrant status.  This is usually the date of arrival indicated on his or her current

Immigration Form I-94, Arrival-Departure Record.

There is an exception for this line.  For individuals claiming a tax treaty benefit that is

determined by reference to more than one date of arrival, then the individual must enter the

earlier date of arrival.  Let’s look at an example.  An individual that was a student had claimed

treaty benefits under a certain article of an Income Tax Treaty.  The date he or she entered the

United States as a student was September 1, 2020.  That same individual moved on to become a

teacher in the United States as of June 30, 2024.  Now he or she is claiming a treaty benefit

under a different article of an income tax treaty.  If the individual is completing Form 8233 for

purposes of claiming a treaty benefit as a teacher, then the individual should enter the date of

arrival in his or her capacity as a teacher, June 30, 2024, and not the previous entry date as a

student on September 1, 2020.



Line 9a is for current nonimmigrant status.  This is where the individual will enter his or current

nonimmigration status.  This would be the nonimmigration status shown on the current

Immigration Form I-94 of the individual.

As you can see, lots of new information on this Form 8233!

On Line 9a, the individual enters the date that his or her current nonimmigrant status expires.

As an example, the individual can enter the date of expiration shown on his or her current

Immigration Form I-94.  The individual may enter the letters “DS” on this line if the date of

expiration is based on his or her “duration of status” in the United States.


